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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 02803 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPR, OAU, CU, SP 

SUBJECT: CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER TO BACK SPAIN ON CANARIES 
DURING AFRICAN TRIP 

REF: MADRID 2347 NOTAL 

1 . DURING A BRIEF STOP-OVER IN MADRID MARCH 10 EN ROUTE 
TO ETHIOPIA AND OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES (UNNAMED, BUT 
REPORTED TO INCLUDE MOZAMBIQUE), CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
MALMIERCA UNDERTOOK TO BACK THE SPANISHNESS OF THE CANARY 
ISLANDS IN THE COURSE OF HIS TRIP, WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S SUBDIRECTOR GENERAL FOR IBERO- 
AMERICA (BERMEJO). THE UNDERTAKING (BERMEJO WAS UNCERTAIN 
WHETHER MALMIERCA HAD VOLUNTEERED OR HAD BEEN ASKED) CAME 
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DURING THE THREE-HOUR CONVERSATION MALMIERCA HAD WITH HIS 
SPANISH COUNTERPART BEFORE CONTINUING ON HIS TRIP THE 
SAME DAY. 

2. MALMIERCA'S PRESENCE HERE WAS STRICTLY A FUNCTION OF 
HAVANA'S CONTINUING SHORTAGE OF INTERNATIONAL AIR LINKS, 

BERMEJO TOLD US, AND IN FACT CUBAN OFFICIALS ROUTINELY 
PASS THROUGH MADRID IN THE COURSE OF THEIR INTERNATIONAL 
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TRAVELS. THE MFA WAS QUICK TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 
CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER S STOP-OVER HERE, HE ADDED, 

POINTING OUT THAT "WHETHER WE LIKE IT OR NOT," CUBA DOES 
HAVE INFLUENCE WITH SOME AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 

3. WHILE FONMIN OREJA HAD STILL NOT TOLD HIS SUBORDINATES 
EVERYTHING THE TWO MEN HAD DISCUSSED DURING THEIR PRIVATE 
MEETING, BERMEJO SAID, HE HIMSELF ASSUMED THAT NOTHING 
SIGNIFICANT ON THE BILATERAL PLANE HAD BEEN DISCUSSED, 

SINCE THERE ARE REALLY NO BIG ISSUES PENDING. STABLER 
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